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Average week for Field Work: There were 4 days suitable for field
work. Soil moisture was rated as 74 percent  adequate and 26
percent surplus due to the wet and rainy conditions across the state
during the last week.  Despite the rain, 78 percent of the spring
tillage has been completed, which is ahead of 69 percent the
previous year, and 74 percent for the five year average. Principal
farm activities included spring tillage, planting of spring crops,
spreading fertilizer, spreading manure, repairing fences and
machinery, and turning livestock out to pasture for the summer.

Crops: Winter wheat reached 8 percent headed progress during the
last week, compared to 15 percent last year and 17 percent for a five
year average.  The winter wheat crop was rated as 3 percent poor,
11 percent fair, 71 percent good and 15 percent excellent, which is
all slightly worse than last week, but still in good condition overall.
Barley headed reached 55 percent last week, which is now ahead of
last year average of 46 percent and behind the 5 year average of 60
percent.  Oats planted is currently at 82 percent complete, slightly
behind last year and the five year averages of 84 percent and 83
percent respectively.  Oats is also at 48 percent emerged compared
to 51 percent last year and 55 percent for a 5 year average.  Oats
condition is looking good with 2 percent very poor, 3 percent poor, 21
percent fair, 67 percent good and 7 percent excellent.  Potato
planting has reached 58 percent complete by the end of last week,
which is ahead last year and the five year averages at 33 percent
and 42 percent respectively.   Alfalfa stand last week was rated as 1
percent very poor, 4 percent poor, 26 percent fair, 51 percent good
and 18 percent was excellent. The timothy clover stand was rated 1
percent very poor, 3 percent poor, 25 percent fair, 56 percent good
and 15 percent was excellent.

The fruit crop is looking good with all the sunny weather the last
week.  Peach condition is looking good this early with 73 percent
rated at good and 27 percent at excellent.  Apple condition also
looking good this spring with 26 percent fair, 65 percent good, and
9 percent excellent.

Livestock: The sunny conditions and warm temperatures has
pasture land in Pennsylvania rated at 3 percent poor, 20 percent was
rated fair, 51 percent was rated good and 26 percent was rated
excellent.  Livestock are beginning to be turned out on pasture for
the summer. 

U.S. As of May 2, 2004:  Below-normal temperatures prevailed
across the Mississippi Valley, Great Plains, and central and southern
Rockies but did not slow emergence of summer crops. Meanwhile,
temperatures were above normal in the eastern and western parts
of the Nation. Heavy rainfall caused flooding in parts of the Delta,
where fieldwork was limited. Moderate precipitation brought some
relief from dry conditions in the Southeast, but more rain is needed.
Light to moderate precipitation fell across the Northeast, Ohio Valley,
and southern Corn Belt, but dry conditions prevailed across the
western Corn Belt and adjacent areas of the Great Plains, with

planting progress continuing ahead of normal. The southern Great
Plains had light to moderate rainfall in most areas. Precipitation was
light across the northern and central Rockies, while dry conditions in
the Pacific Northwest caused moisture stress for winter wheat. 

Corn: Planting advanced to 63 percent complete, 16 percentage
points ahead of last year and 23 points ahead of normal. Eighteen
percent of the crop had emerged, compared with 10 percent for last
year and 11 percent for the 5-year average. Planting continued to
progress rapidly in the Corn Belt, with mostly dry but cool weather.
Minnesota growers planted 48 percent of their crop during the week,
while Iowa producers planted 38 percent. In the northern and central
Great Plains, planting rapidly advanced. Emergence was ahead of
normal in most areas of the Corn Belt but near normal across the
Great Plains. 

Soybeans: Growers had planted 12 percent of the Nation's soybean
crop, 3 points ahead of last year and the 5-year average. Planting
had begun in all States but was most advanced in Mississippi, where
growers had planted 78 percent of their crop, 32 points ahead of
normal. Planting advanced the most during the week in Indiana and
Ohio, where farmers planted 15 percent of their crop. Planting
progressed ahead of the normal pace across most of the Corn Belt
Winter Wheat: Thirty-nine percent of the crop had reached the
heading stage, compared with 33 percent for last year and 31
percent for the 5-year average. Development was most rapid in North
Carolina, where 34 percent of the crop entered the heading stage
during the week. Heading was also active in the southern half of the
Great Plains, advancing 20 points or more in Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Texas. Crop condition was unchanged nationwide but improved
slightly in the Great Plains and declined in the Pacific Northwest. 

Sorghum: Planting was 23 percent complete, 2 points ahead of last
year and 1 point ahead of normal. Illinois growers progressed the
most, planting 11 percent of their crop during the week. Planting
began in Kansas and Colorado but trailed behind the normal pace,
while Nebraska growers began slightly ahead of their normal pace.
In Texas, planting advanced to 53 percent complete, 7 points ahead
of normal.  Barley growers had planted 63 percent of their crop, 13
points ahead of last year and 22 points ahead of normal. Emergence
advanced to 28 percent, compared with 20 percent last year and 16
percent for the normal. Growers in Minnesota planted almost one-
third of their crop during the week, and in Montana and North
Dakota, over one-fifth of the crop was planted. Meanwhile,
emergence steadily progressed ahead of normal in all States, except
Idaho.   Oats were 77 percent planted, compared with 67 percent last
year and 58 percent for the 5-year average. Emergence, at 39
percent, was 7 points ahead of last year and 10 points ahead of
normal. North Dakota producers planted 27 percent of their crop
during the week, while Iowa and Nebraska growers neared
completion, with 99 and 96 percent of their crops planted,
respectively. Though emergence was ahead of normal in most
States, the crop lagged 24 points behind the normal pace in Ohio. 
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Weather Data For Week Ending May 9, 2004

Station
Last Week Weather Summary April 1 - May 9, 2004 GDD

Base
40F

Total
Temperature Precipitation Precipitation GDD Base 50F

High Low Average DFN Total Days Total DFN Days Total DFN
Northwest
Erie
Franklin
Meadville
Mercer
Springboro
Warren

North Central
Bradford Region
Emporium
Kane
Laporte
Lock Haven
Port Allegany
Renovo
Ridgway
Stevenson Dam
Towanda
Wellsboro
Williamsport

Northeast
Hawley
Wilkes-Barre/Sc
Susquehanna

West Central
Butler
New Castle
Slippery Rock

Central
Altoona/Blair
DuBois
Lewistown
Middletown
Prince Gallitzi
Selinsgrove
State College

East Central
Allentown-Bethel
Lehighton
Matamoras
Tobyhanna

Southwest
Pittsburgh/Alle
Derry
Myersdale
Mount Pleasant
Pittsburgh Intl
Rector
Waynesburg

South Central
Biglerville
Everett
Hanover
Shippensburg
South Mountain
York

Southeast
Green Lane
Hamburg
Hopewell
Lancaster
Neshaminy Falls
New Holland
Philadelphia
Philadelphia NE
Reading
Valley Forge Na
Willow Grove

81
81
80
79
81
78

74
78
73
74
80
77
80
77
80
81
76
78

75
75
77

80
83
81

78
74
80
78
80
80
78

78
80
78
77

80
78
76
80
81
80
83

80
80
82
84
77
81

86
80
80
79
82
80
81
82
80
85
81

32
30
30
21
28
30

27
31
22
32
35
28
33
28
33
36
31
36

31
36
36

28
29
29

31
28
38
42
28
37
35

36
38
31
32

34
31
29
30
31
29
29

39
32
38
39
34
37

39
38
39
40
38
39
42
39
38
34
40

50
51
49
49
49
51

51
54
44
51
56
50
56
50
55
55
50
57

51
54
53

52
52
52

55
54
57
58
53
56
55

55
55
52
52

58
54
51
54
58
55
54

57
52
57
58
53
57

59
57
57
56
58
56
59
59
57
58
58

 -4
 -3
 -4
 -5
 -6
 -3

2
3

 -6
 -4

2
 -2

1
 -2

5
1

 -1
1

 -3
 -3

3

 -4
 -3
 -2

 -2
 -2

0
 -2

0
0

 -1

 -3
 -3
 -4

2

3
 -2
 -4

1
2
3

 -2

 -2
 -4
 -2
 -2
 -3
 -3

3
3

 -4
 -2

1
 -3
 -2
 -2

1
 -2

2

1.34
0.85
0.42
0.31
0.97
1.61

1.96
0.92
0.92
2.06
1.85
2.71
0.98
0.84
0.95
2.45
3.38
1.68

2.13
2.19
1.63

0.70
0.57
0.45

0.87
0.30
1.13
1.41
0.64
1.63
1.16

1.26
2.11
1.76
2.81

0.52
0.55
1.03
0.48
0.50
0.65
0.22

1.31
1.11
1.53
1.27
1.20
1.27

1.19
0.97
1.37
1.02
1.12
0.87
0.94
1.04
0.75
1.18
1.04

4
5
3
3
5
4

5
4
4
4
3
4
5
3
5
5
5
5

5
4
4

4
2
4

3
6
3
3
4
3
3

4
4
5
5

3
2
3
3
2
3
2

3
2
3
3
2
3

4
4
6
4
5
4
3
4
4
4
4

5.00
5.61
4.06
3.53
5.86
7.33

6.31
5.47
4.72
5.81
6.34
6.55
5.19
6.14
6.22
5.66
7.41
5.28

6.19
5.41
4.13

5.45
4.98
5.01

6.19
5.40
6.21
6.54
7.79
6.81
5.58

5.18
5.78
5.69
7.40

4.72
8.05
6.77
5.92
5.28
8.40
4.70

7.43
6.77
7.24
6.92
8.44
7.17

5.53
4.74
6.90
6.89
8.38
5.45
6.96
8.29
4.78
7.17
5.11

0.83
1.03

 -0.27
 -0.83

1.80
2.71

1.84
0.83

 -0.02
1.44
2.26
2.40
1.11
1.50
1.58
1.75
4.18
0.98

1.62
1.43

 -0.64

1.14
0.99
0.88

2.03
0.97
2.13
2.08
2.19
2.57
1.69

0.45
1.25
0.45
1.99

0.30
3.63
1.55
0.62
1.14
3.10
0.12

2.98
2.34
2.79
2.67
4.28
2.52

0.59
 -0.49

1.96
2.37
3.06
0.93
2.23
3.56

 -0.31
2.23

 -0.21

20
25
19
16
24
23

22
21
17
21
15
19
18
15
19
18
20
22

19
15
17

20
19
24

19
26
19
17
19
19
17

21
18
18
19

19
23
17
14
17
26
17

20
18
17
15
16
18

20
21
22
21
18
21
18
18
20
16
19

174
138
133
119
129
133

143
150
52

118
186
122
176
115
162
155
115
208

111
178
148

154
162
167

205
184
205
251
151
180
196

198
175
125
120

266
204
137
198
265
209
211

229
147
239
253
186
235

241
206
208
230
233
224
297
276
233
221
253

93
58
70
36
42
62

102
101
13
27
84
67
74
66

113
63
72
70

56
67

100

56
76
92

80
104
51
69
79
59
88

55
41
18
82

140
109
41

126
124
137
98

47
35
57
63
66
47

109
107
15
84
91
78
93
72

102
28

111

389
372
338
310
327
351

336
382
192
318
483
308
443
304
412
396
308
515

313
454
401

388
407
422

456
408
502
585
372
465
462

514
463
368
341

550
466
347
451
547
474
470

533
363
547
558
433
550

580
521
525
555
564
535
643
619
562
540
591

DFN = Departure from normal (using 1961-90 normals period).
Precipitation (rainfall or melted snow or ice) and pan evaporation in inches.
Precipitation days = days with precipitation of .01 inch or more.
Air temperatures in degrees fahrenheit.
Copyright 2004:  Agricultural Weather Information Service, Inc.  All rights reserved.
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Internet Reporters’ Comments, By County:

Reporters are from Extension Service (Ext), Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS), Farm Service Agency (FSA), Conservation District (CD), farmers,

commodity specialists, or other knowledgeable individuals.

Forrest County, Thomas Tanner (FSA) - - The rain has slowed
the planting process, but most new seedings are planted.  Oats
planting is nearly completed; corn being planted, potatoes
planted, and the hay is coming on fast. 

Potter County, David Stratton (FSA) - - Spring tillage is well
under way. Oats and seedings were planted last week. Two and
1/2 inches of rain on Saturday will stop all field work for a few
days. Pastures and hay fields are growing extremely fast.

Tioga County, Linda Carmichael - - Sun and rain, more rain -
2" rain Saturday night. 

Tioga County, Pamela Barnes - - A wet week in the northern
tier. Rain showers dumped approx. 4 inches slowing field work.
We are eager to get corn planted and look forward to cutting hay
in the coming weeks. We hope the rain stops and the ground
starts to dry out. 

Armstrong/Indiana County, Kevin Fry (Ext) - - Another good
week for field work. Spring planting is in full swing now. Alfalfa
growth is accelerating with the recent higher temperatures, fields
I've been scouting are in early bud stage. Harvest is not too far
off, may even see some mowing by end of week, weather and
time permitting. 

Centre County, Dick Decker - - Great week for field work. 

Dauphin County, Paul H. Craig (Ext) - - Corn and soybean
planting progressing well. Good soil conditions helping. Early
week rain delayed ryelage harvest in some areas but most rye
has been chopped. Orchardgrass maturing quickly and needs
good weather this week for optimum quality. 

Weeds and insects increasing in pressure. Timothy mites
severely affecting untreated timothy stands. No reports of
significant alfalfa weevils. 

Huntingdon County, Marina Kemper - - We had frost 2
mornings this week, one day it was 27 degrees. Hay fields are
not growing very tall yet, but the early grasses will soon need to
be mowed. It seems like every thing is early this spring, but not
growing at the rate it needs to be. 

Snyder/Juniata Counties, William C. Sheaffer - - The weather
conditions has allowed many people to get a head start on the
planting of corn and soybeans in spite of the heavy rain last
weekend. Other activities this past week have been spraying of
herbicides, plowing, spreading of manure and fertilizer. The
alfalfa stands are showing a lot of growth recently; however, the
light frost on Thursday may slow the growth slightly. Overall a
good week for this time of year. 

Fayette County, Don Fretts (Ext) - - Much progress was made
this week with corn planting and the finishing of seeding oats and
hay crop mixtures. 

Washington County, Tom Sierzega (NRCS) - - Warm weather
with temperatures in the 80's with only scattered showers. Warm
weather allowing drying of soil to occur rapidly. Spring tillage
progressing. Extremely wet up to this point, but rapidly improving.
Sweet corn that was planted under plastic is being released with
some of it 6"+ tall.

Westmoreland County, John Lohr (FSA) - - Good week for
field work. Substantial progress was made in corn planting.
Several mornings the temperature was below freezing with some
light scattered frost. Warmer daytime temperatures should help
all the spring-planted crops.

Franklin County, Thomas Kerr (FSA)  - - Another fine spring
week for corn planting and all spring work. Cool to start, but
warmer at the end. Alfalfa is growing rapidly, expect to see some
significant cuttings made by May 15th. Barley is headed in all
areas of the county. 

Corn planting is progressing well. Southern areas of the county
have reported nearly all full season corn planted. Northern part
of the county is about a week to 10 days later. 

York County, Wayne Kurtz (FSA) - - Corn planting is underway
county wide. Conditions are good although temperatures were
lower than average. Barley is nearing fully headed and wheat is
developing quickly. Some inconsistent stands due to winter kill
and late planting has most producers expecting average yields
at best for 2004 at this point. Hay crops are good with some
haylage harvest started. 

Montgomery County, Andrew Frankenfield (Ext) - - It just
keeps raining on and off. Soil conditions get close then more
rain. Very little corn planted yet, still many barns to clean out and
primary tillage to be done. Limited field activity this week. 
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PA Crop Progress for Week Ending May 9, 2004
Crop Current Week Last Year 5-Year Average

Percent Percent Percent

Spring plowing
Corn, planted
Corn, emerged
Barley, heading or headed
Winter Wheat, heading or headed
Oats, planted
Oats, emerged
Soybeans, planted
Potatoes, planted

78
54
12
55

8
82
48

5
58

69
37

7
46
15
84
51
10
33

74
42
10
60
17
83
55
11
42

PA Crop Condition for Week Ending May 9, 2004

Crop Very
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent

Corn
Wheat
Oats
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures stand
Timothy clover stand
Pasture
Peaches
Apples

0
0
2
1
1
0
0
0

2
3
3
4
3
3
0
0

21
11
21
26
25
20

0
26

68
71
67
51
56
51
73
65

9
15

7
18
15
26
27

9


